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S is for Suckers
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BEFORE casting ballots Feb. 5, there's something Los Angeles city residents need to know about Measure S -

it is in no way, shape or form a tax cut.

Oh sure, that's how city officials are trying to portray it. They say that because the new phone tax included in
Measure S is only 9percent - and the old one was 10percent - it would amount to a 10percent reduction.

But that's a an outright lie.

Here's what L.A. voters need to know about the phone tax: The current, 10percent tax is illegal. It's widely
expected that the courts will strike it from the books, soon. That's why city leaders are in such a hurry to pass
a replacement tax that they even declared a bogus fiscal "emergency" to get it on the ballot early.

So if voters pass Measure S, they won't be cutting the phone tax. They'll be hiking it from Opercent - which is
what it will be when the courts are through with it - to 9percent.

But it gets worse.

While the outgoing 10percent tax applies only to phone lines, Measure S applies to every telephonic device -
present and future - under the sun. The tax rate may be lower than the old tax, but the applications are
infinitely greater.

So if Measure S becomes law, the city could start collecting taxes on Voice Over Internet Protocol. Or text-
messaging. Or any number of applications that haven't even been invented yet.

As the number of communications devices - and the use of existing one - proliferates, the costs would grow

higher and higher.
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Conceivably, Measure S could cost Angelenos
billions. It could also inhibit business and
technological development in the city.

We have no hard numbers for how much Measure
S would really cost because city officials offer no
real estimates. They just knock 10percent off of
current phone-tax revenues, and come up with
$243million - conveniently ignoring the extra
applications that they inserted into the measure,
and which they boast about during their unguarded
moments.

Meanwhile, city officials warn that if Measure S
fails, they may have to scale back the massive pay
raises they gave to city bureaucrats last year or
slash city services to the public.

Predictably, city unions are pouring a fortune into
the Yes on S campaign to preserve the huge pay
increases they were given recently right in the face of the looming crisis.

Given the political history of Los Angeles, such as it is, there is no real danger that public-employee unions or
any of the other special interests that live off City Hall are at risk. It's always the public that pays more and
gets less.

Taxes on telephone services are common all over the country. But if L.A. is going to get a new phone tax, it
ought to be an honest one, with the price tag disclosed up front along with clear, specific language on what is
taxed and what isn't.

And what the public benefits from ought to be just as clear.

Measure S is a pricey deception that would cost everyone, but benefit only a select few. Let's vote it down.

http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205

o
L O e

LA EREA
CHRYSLER JEEP

JEEP SPECIAL

CLICK HERE

to Search our
Local Inventory

CHRYSLER SPECIAL

401 SOUTH LA BEREA AVE
LOS ANGELES, CA 90036

1/13/08 1:43 AM

Page 1 of 2


http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3646/3/0/%2a/m%3B172403785%3B0-0%3B1%3B18481519%3B3030-160/90%3B24225448/24243301/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/57/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://clk.atdmt.com/goiframe/36285372/lngnwmam0040000021iwc/direct/01630532
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7944677?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7944002?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7943343?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7950477?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7950481?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7950509?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7954370?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7939168?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7946081?source=rss_viewed
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_7949701?source=rss_viewed
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2Fopinions%2Fci_7957205%3Fsource%3Dsb-google&title=S+is+for+Suckers
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2Fopinions%2Fci_7957205%3Fsource%3Dsb-facebook&t=S+is+for+Suckers
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2Fopinions%2Fci_7957205%3Fsource%3Dsb-reddit&title=S+is+for+Suckers
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205#
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2Fopinions%2Fci_7957205%3Fsource%3Dsb-yahoomyweb&title=S+is+for+Suckers
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2Fopinions%2Fci_7957205%3Fsource%3Dsb-digg&title=S+is+for+Suckers
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailynews.com%2Fopinions%2Fci_7957205%3Fsource%3Dsb-delicious&title=S+is+for+Suckers
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=7957205&hostName=www.dailynews.com&section=/opinions&siteId=200&siteName=LA%20Daily%20News%22,600,400);
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=7957205&hostName=www.dailynews.com&section=/opinions&siteId=200&siteName=LA%20Daily%20News%22,600,400);
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205#
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205#
http://dailynews.mycapture.com/mycapture/folder.asp?event=349321
http://www.dailynews.com/rss
http://www.dailynews.com/subscribe

LA Daily News - S is for Suckers 1/13/08 1:43 AM

Print Email Return to Top

The Daily News is pleased to let readers post comments about an article at the end of the article. Please increase the

credibility of your post by including your full name and city when commenting. Please note: It may take several minutes
before your comment appears.

Buy Stocks - $4 Fee at ShareBuilder Free Credit Report with All 3 Scores Fed Cuts Interest Rates Again
No account or investment minimums. No Free 3-bureau Credit Report - includes Mortgage Rates Hit 26 Month Lows.
inactivity fees. Transunion, Calculate Your New
www.sharebuilder.com FreeCreditReportsInstantly.com www.LowerMyBills.com

Ads by Yahoo!

Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Information | Subscriber Services | Mobile Edition | Site

For more local Southern California News: Copyright ©2007
Map | Rss & [El MY ¥505L] | NG Corporate Site Map |

Select a newspaper... +) Los Angeles Newspaper Group

http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205 Page 2 of 2


http://www.dailynews.com/privacy
https://chatterbox-isd.ca/woo1
http://www.dailynews.com/copyright
http://woodlandhills.zebramm.com/
http://www.dailynews.com/info
http://www.medianewsgroup.com/properties
http://www.dailynews.com/sitemap
http://www.dailynews.com/rss
http://searchmarketing.yahoo.com/srch/cm.php?
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205#
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205#
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205#top
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=7957205&hostName=www.dailynews.com&section=/opinions&siteId=200&siteName=LA%20Daily%20News%22,600,400);
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_7957205#top
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=7957205&hostName=www.dailynews.com&section=/opinions&siteId=200&siteName=LA%20Daily%20News%22,600,400);
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/LA%20Daily%20News/LA%20Daily%20News%20-%20S%20is%20for%20Suckers/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http%3A//rss.mnginteractive.com/live/DailyNews/DailyNews_1919006.xml

